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’I‘_oday;. ~ is another milestcne in the histcry of our

Repiment. One year ago today the first elements of our Regiment, the Second

Battalion, saijed from smericea for overseus service., The rest of the Regiment
followed savehfdays later. Today is “birtﬁﬁay;pneﬂ on foreign scil. wraturally,
vie must heve 4§r birthday ceke. The cake with ils siugle.candle that appears
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at the top of this commumicaticn holds for all of us a special significance

as we reflect &oday on the events of this, our first yecr in foreign service.
{

which represerts our contribution to the various phases of the war effort of

our countr ,

The sicond Battalion began to mix the ingredients for our first layer

on the beaches of Yedula, Frunech wmoroceco, in the carly morniug 1ight of a

wovemver deay of last yeur. This wes the Regiment's first baptism of fire. The
3

rapid deterioration of local resistence in this campeign limited our bettle

éxperience. IThis, however, was cife-set by ths herculean task of the roopering
) 54 ' )

of the d%cks al Ceseblenca which had to recciww all the supplies for future

opurg§ipns,in'1iis sectior of .frics. The Regiment workcd day and nighg unbil
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and workadﬂéo ésil that we almost lost our "Combat" sfatﬁs. The chimént was
selected to plgy:a consider:bly purt in thJ_scfuty pfhfhu Lssﬁblean Conferance,
en . for this agﬁ tho soldierly wey in which fhu Regiment huq performeo its
ascignments, buth ¢ .nerul Mershell and General Patton give us thwif highast
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commendutions, , . PO

While the first layur of our caoke Waér“cooling“, we begen to prépara

the flour tor car second layer, in the hidls of Tunisir« The foot prints of



the 20th acroi® the hills and sands of Tunzsla ere wall morked by the sweat,
toil, ana.blood of our men. we used differvnt xngrediahus for this 1ayer, end
iristead o:E‘ dec¥ repc 1ring, unloading of ships, and gucraing dignitaries, we
mixed minefield romcval, rond constructicn under the bursting shells of the .

enemy, cnd ir:-flﬁntrv teetics to help cle:r the Gurmins from Bizerte,

we hﬂe now putting the icing on the third layer of our cuke, This

]
layer hcd its %@glnnlng on the sun;x beuoheq necr Lacch
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our. Eprt in th g crmppign has nut hean es spectaculer

Although

s 2icily.

h the Tunibian cne ,

we heve no reeion to offer cny «pologies for the woy we h: ve -errried out our

;

assigned missidns. In Tunisis we showed we were solaiers; in oiecily we dem-
cnstreted that we were engineers. Today the "red cestlo" of the 20th Lngineers

aets us bridgedguides to ull thet trovel from Pelermo to wcssine, end plenws
now touch dcm;i,with more sifety on souw mejor °ir ficlds in Sicily because the

men of the Eﬂﬁﬁ heve pessed that weoy, Ahon'wb moke our duptrturb from this

i

island, w¢ will let ve tho grives of our fcllun comrea»s to st:nd guard over the
R

spirit of our é:;_ugiment.

duke by the tim& the mean with the lorge seybhe m: ks :nether srnucnl visit to

our Rogimont.? we caznuot project Our361VBB‘With any degree of certeinty into

the dcrkress af tomerroew, but from the after-glow of our yesterdays, we c:n all
*""‘!e

feee it vith cglmness and confidence born in the courege :.d devotion to duty

displayed by oificers tud men of the Regiment.
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