The Official
. Newspaper-
of the A.E. F.

Slripes

By and Far
the Soldiers _
of the A. E. F.

VOL.1—NO. 40

- -

FRANCE, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 1918

PRICE: 50 CENTIMES.

CNITED STATES, 10 CENTS
GREAT BRITAIN, SINPENCE

__GENERALS COME IN
ON ORPHAN PLAN;
TWO STARS SCORE
Lieutena;fs I;;t;; ,iﬁdivid'-_
ual Honors, *Colonels
"~ Goose Egged

"EVEN ~ HUNDRED ADOPTIONS
Total for Christmas Gift Cam-
paign Reaches 614-~Whole
Grand Family 1,128

ADOPT A CHRISTMAS -
_GIFT WAR ORPHAN!

On " September 37 THE STARS
AND STRIPES announced a Christ-
mas campaign for the temporary
adoption of 500 little French war
orphans—a campaign to provlgie
cach of them, as the Christmas gift
of the A.E.W., with food, clothing,
comfort, schooling for an entire
year. So generous was the response
that, within five weeks and with
Christmas still two months off, the
entire 500 bad found gedfathers in
Q.D.

Therefore, THE STARS AND

- STRIPES (through the cooperating
Red Cross committee, whichadmin-
jsters the care of the A EF.’s adopt-
ed orphans) has listed from tihe
tens of thousands of fatherless
French homes more children to meet
future demands. Ustll Christmas
we. will oifer thesc children to the
Santa Clauses from overseas—

CHRISTMAS GIFT ~“WAR OR-
PHANS AT 500 FRANCS BACH
(19 poupds, 5 shillings, English
money.) -

NINE PORTS:HOIST
VICTORY HOPESIN

“Give Us Ships 'Enougl_t,” 1s
-Cry as Celebrations
Open Contest

EVERYBODY TALKS MONEY

French Cities from North Sea to
Mediterranean Get Excited
Over Efforis

The Stevedores’ grand freight unload-
ing “Race to Berlin” is on.. .

Up and down the French seacoast from
the North Sea to the Mediterranean
matutinal Sabbath quiet was disturbed,
pierced, wrecked, murdered, and other-
wise violently maltreated Sunday morn-
ing. Bands played, whistles blew, Yanks

| yelled, The French eivillan population

rushed ouf of bed to see if it was an
carthquake or a riof, and the seaguils,
interrupted at an early breakfast, were,
so bewildered they didm’t even cat the
fish that jumped out of the water to see
who had been elected.

Some of the indecorous outburst was
music anll some wasn’t. It didn’'t make
any difference. It was all noise, and it
all gave hearty voice to the spirit of the
toiling thousands at the base .ports
whose job in this war is WORK—and
plenty of it. _The toiling thousands,
who wotted not of the Fourth Com-
mandment -in this remaking of the
world, had started for Germany.

.In the five succecding davs there
hasn’t been much noise. There hasn't
been time for it. But, in the words of

The A.EF.'s Christmas campaign for
the adoption of -Fremch war orphans,
which went off like the Italian offensive
and last week exceeded its original lim-
ited objective of 500, continned merrily
along this week. .

Tf there was a falling off, it wasn’t so
large that it couldn’t be sccounted for
by the time of the month. That is,.by,
that familiar old Army quotation, “It's

& long way from pay day.” B

One hundred was the weck’s score—
an even hundred homeless and father-
less children promised a happy Christ-
mas and carc and comfort for a whele
year, oringing the total number of
Christmas. gifts to war orphans up to
614. A grand toial of the whole AEF.
family, since adoptions first started last

. summer, -to 1,128,

And who do you think was in the list
of proud parrains this.week? Who-do
you think came through with 500 —

Majors and Colomels Ousted

Yep, that's it. Generals—two of “em.
They got religion or took the tip or read
the paper or something and came right
in with their contributions. One major
general and one brigadier, and one of
them an inspector general to boot. In
the week’s store of individual adoptions
they beat out both the majors and the
‘colonels (who scored a goose-egg). They
didn’t cven get ahead of the captains—
it's kind of hard ‘to beat out the old
man—nor the Heutenants, but they did
tie the buck privates, which ought to be
enough distinction for the star wearers.

This was the individual officers’ score:

“Lieutenants, T; captains, 5; majors,
1: colonels, 0; generals, 2.

The privates who became geodfathers
boih are modestly sailing "under the
mystery of namelessness. Private L. B.
G. gent in 500 frames for a bey, and
Conv—we mean Private No. 8,863,370,
on departing for the front, left his con-
»tribution with a Y.M.C.A. worker for

. transmittal.
* *v addition tb these  adoptions, there
/ e several from the States, beth by
i ‘ jviduals and groups. The Coronado
aneli of the A.R.C. adopted two chil-
en, and Miss Pauline B, Wileox of
iddleton, Conn., wrote in for ome that
. on't get freckles.

Must Be Different

“As I have freckles, blue eves and a

. «ilted nose, if possible I would like an
orphan that has dark eyes, bluck hair
and a Grecian profile,'and, of ceurse,
would prefer a boy—but the straight
nose is more important and, if I ean't
get a boy, I will be satisfied with a girl

Continued on Page 2

919,488 SHORT TONS
NEW $.0.S RECORD

Octol;er Shows Increase of
Nearly 20 Per Cent Over
’ September

All records for tonnage ' dést':harge
were broken by the soldier freight han-
dlers at the base ports of the S.0.8.
during October, and an average increase
of nearly 20 per cent is shown over
the figures for September.

In all, 919,488 short tone of coal, mu-
-nitions, food and material of all kinds
were discharged during the month,
showing an inecrease of 151,840 short
tons discharged over the total of 767,688
short-tons for September, the previous
record, or not quite-20 per cent.

Taking the totals by days, an average
daily increase of 4,078 short tons dis.
charged over the provious month ig
shown. The records of the tonnage dis-
charged from individual boats alse re.
veal 8 higher effieiency over previous
figures. :

Troops

to the number of 217,614 were
landed at base ports during October, an
average of 7,020 mon daily.

Railroad Engineers turned out 150
locomotives and 2,646 frelght cars of all
kinds in October, A total of 1,282
American Jocomotives and 12,793 Amer.
fcan freight cars are mow being oper-
ated by members of the A.BF. .

The railroad. men also repaired in
QOctober 9,118 French freight cars and

one ber of the prominent Washing-
ton family of Geo'zia who blushes not
at his own Gubbllng enthugizsm (and
couldn’t if ke would, a pow'ful lot of
freight has heen moved——a pow'ful lof.
At present nine ports out of a possi-
ble nine have assured themselves and
everybody else they can get to listen
that they are the world’s best cargo
hustfers and a cinch to win -the race,
and at least four have already confi-
dently declared they will be the first
port entitled to fly the leader's bungzer.

They're Talking Money

Also, they are talking money. At
Bordeaux the men raised & pool and
asked their C.0. to stake it against an
equal amount raised by any of the other
ports, At the same port the freight
gangs are betting among themselves and
the excitemefit is intense. It is
rumored that even -the officers are lay-
ing wagers. At St. Nazaire five Steve-
dores walked inlo contest headguarters
and laid down 12,000 francs, this in ad-
dition to 100,000 cloquent francs pre-
viously flaunted by the port.
“Bet it,” sald they.

“How?” asked the contest
“Any old way. Just bet ft."
Sunday's vociferous start was followed
in all of the port eities by many meet-
ings and cenferences, Platoons, com-
panies and detachments debated ways
and means for efficiency, and mass meet-
ings were in order everywhere in the
biggest meeting places available, At
Nantes these were featured by the pres-
ence of wounded American officers from
the front who told of the war and the
deughboys’ constant need of supplies.
At St. Nazaire a former Winter Gar-
den stax, mow in the Y.M.CA, was
requisitioned to sing. She appeared he-
fore ten audicnces in three days.

“All we want is ships,™. said St.
Nazaire, and Brest wired to the Com-
manding General, $.0.8., after a series
of meetings which concluded with a
grand rally in the municipal theater,
“Give us the ships and Brest will give
you the records.”

At the starting hour paraides were In
order at all of the ports, All the pop
corn machine tooters of the French loco-
motives were doing thefir.best- against
the fog sirens of the big freighters
moored ot the docks, but the bands
made themselves heard; and led the
Stevedore legions to the scones of their
work. In several places the men held
formation until the starting signal blew
at 7 a. m. and then double timed to the
job. At St. Nazaire, however, the men
got on the job half an hour early and
had to be restrained by the C.0. from
fidging 30 minutes on the contest.

At Rochefort, the civil population,
awakened by the din, concluded that the
town .was on flre. They turned out in
bunches. So did the fire department.
Not being able to find any smoke, they
concluded peace had been declared and
started to celebrate.

Mayor Offexs ‘Bulletin Board _

After everything was explained, how-
ever, they became enthusinstic over the
proposition. . The mayor offered the side
of the Malrie as the official bulletin board
and the French civilian stevedores, work-
ing mostly on Incoming foodstuffs for
the French clvil population, held a
series of meetings of their own and de-
cided to join the speed-up movement.
And—tell it not in Potsdam—even the
German prisoners of war at"work on the
docks woke up. They were stirred to
such activity that a Signal Corps movie
oporator was actually enabled to get o
film of one in moticn. Maybe it's the
“win the war quick” bug, and mayhe
1t’s the extra tobacco and cigarettes they
are offered, but the P.W.'s are right in
the big Liberty push.~My, hut won't the
Kaiser be sore! .

Marseilles, which hasn't seen as much
of the war as most French cities, and
less of the Argericans, was awestruck,
but recovered itself and got enthusiastic,
Rouen s delegation of British
‘Tommies came down toc the waterfront
“to find out what the Yankees were up
to now.” At Havre, which, it is alleged,
is in receipt of a letter from an ofiicer
of another base port asking, “How do
you do it; do you take the stuff out of
the ship through a hose?” a naval
hangar was borrowed for a mass meet-

officer.
h

ng, -

- At Bordeaux, one of the “I beticha
we win ports” cranes, which used to
carry only two nets, ars carrying three
now and unloading crews are using
| novel methods of their own which hadn't
been observed before Sunday.
Tabulations of the first week will be

% French locomotives,

paper.

printed _i_:_x the next issue of this mews- |

»

—

THE POST OF HONOR

{See Editorial entitled **The Post of H onor'

—

FRENCH RIVIERA
NEW LEAVE AREA:
LAMALOU ANOTHER

Nice, Cannes and Menton

Resorts to Be Opened
December 1

Laiest Two Permission Centers
Will Accommodate Toial of
6,500 Men of A.E.F.

The French Riviera, one of the most
famous of all Europe’s playgrounds, is
going to be an ABJF. leave area he-
ginning December 1. -The three towns
of Niee, Cannes and Menton will accom-
modate at one time at least 5,000 Yanks,

For the reception of the American per-
missionaires, the Y.M.C.A., has leased
the big Jetty Casino at Niee, which rung
out into the sea, and the munieipal
casing at Cannes, both of which .-are
larger than the one at Aix-les-Baing. At

-Cannes the Y has engaged, for use as

an officers’ club, the yacht club patron-
ized and eéndowed by the late King Ed-
ward VII of England, and one of ‘the

- bést institutions of its kind in France.

* The diversions.of the Riviera-except,
of course, the wellknown game of rou-
letfe—will all be open to the AE.F, on
leave. - At Cannes one may enjoy swim-
ming in not too cold salt water right up
to Christmas time, and from all three of
the leave towns delightful sails op-the
Mediterrancan, ean be arranged... The
picturesque’ countryside, " more. rugged
and mountainous near Menton, which is
in the foothills of the Maritima- Alps,
than near Nice and Cannes, ean -be
enjoved on bicycle trips, as the
are >excellent and the ascents not too
steep, . . T

Tennis. and Golf

At all three places there will be dm.
ple facilities for tennis and golf. Trips
will also be arranged to Monte Carlo;
to the, Italian border, over the famous
Corniche route, bordering the Mediterra-
nean, and fo the old town of Grasse.” No
matter what town of the three 2 man on
leave settles in, he will be able to see
the whole of Framce’s most beautiful
holiday reglon. - et

The casinos leased by the Y will be
run full blagt, with amply supplied can-
teens, free vaudeville and picture shows,
dancing, concerts and other attractions
on a similar scale to those at Aix. .

In addition to the Riviera, a new
lcave area has been announced at
Lamalou-les-Bains, a little town in the
department of Herault, to the west of
Marseilles, among rock gorges second
only to those of Colorade, U.S.A. This
area, too, will be open and prepared to
receive boarders about December 1, and
can actommodate 1,500 men at'a time. ~

Beal Fish in This Biver

Besides the natural hot water. baths
that have given Lamalou its fame, it
baasts a real river to fish in, and in
which the fish actually bite, a climate
that counts only 38 rainy davs.in- the
year and is warm all winter, tennis
courts and a large athletic field.- The Y
has also leased a casino there, and will
put on the same sort of shows that can
be seen on the Riviera, at Alx, or any
of the other leave centers.

Lamalou i{s reached by a route that
traverses Lyon, Avignon; Nimes and
Montpeller. It is a veritable geologluts’
paradise, having y. volcanic remains,
and the old wall d .roxds of the re-
glon date back.to-the time of the Romsn
conguest of Gaul. . .

The two new leave centers make the

total now available seven.

REGIMENT LARGE
AS WHOLE DIVISION
BIGGEST IN WORLD

20th Engineers Has 30 Head-
quarters and 145
Companies

l\iany Old Qutfits With Numerals
Running Into the Middle
Hundreds Rechristened

The world's biggest regiment hias come
into being and is doing business in the
ABTF. Instrength it is approximate to
a division, and It exceeds the size of the
entire standing army of the United
States of a period not so far distant
that some of the old timers can't re-
member it, -

‘The regiment was created by G.0, 47,
Hq., 8.0.S., which provides that: —

Engineer Forestry troops will be organ-
ized mto ome regiment of Enginecers to be
designated as the 20th Engineers, and 36
attached Fingineer Service Companies. The
20th Inginecrs will consist of one regi-
mental headquarters, 20 battalion head-
quarters and 145 Engineer companies.

The 10th, 4ist, 42nd and 3ré Engi-
neers, for example, become the 32nd
Company, 2Qth Engineers, The. regi-
mental organizations of the 503rd, 507th,
519th, 523rd, 531st and 533rd Engincers
are dissolved and the companies become
Engineer Service Companies, Forestry.
Company A, 503rd Engineers, for ex-
ample, becomes the.list Engineer Serv-
ice’ Company, Forestry.

Regimental headquarters of the 20th
Enginecrs includes one colonel, four
lieutenant-colonels, two majors, four
captaing, and 82 enlisted men, among
which are enunmerated 10 master engl-
neers, four regimental sergeant-majors,

4four color sergeants, six -sergeants and

four corporals. .

NO TURKEYS FOR
A.EF. THIS YEAR

But Thousand_’l‘ons of Ex-
plosives May End War
. Sooner

'

There will bé no turkey for Thanks-
giving this year, no cranberries, no
nuts, no apples——none of the delectable
viands with which Uncle Sam and the
mess sergeants heretofore did their lav-
ish best to redeem themselves for 363
slumful, be-beaned days of the year. The
Army epicures will have to do their best
on whateved form of disguise the re-
sourceful cooks can improvise for the
usual- articles of diet,

It is the first time in the memory ol
the oldest old Army man that such a
thing has happened. It is due, of course,
to the tonnage situation. General Per-
shing figured that 1,000 tons of T.N.T.
would be better for the A.EF. than
1,000 tons of turkey it would take to go
around over here to say nothing of the
tons of trimmings that go with turkey.

Some A.E.F. outfits are planning to
supplement the regular ration with pri-
vate purchases, but the recent G.O. pro-
bibiting promiscuous buying at high
prices in the French market, to the de
privation of the French civilien popu-
lation. Hmits this possibility.

C'est la guerre.

NEW STEEL HELMET
HAS HIGHER CROWN;
BRIM COVERS NECK

Liberty Bell Model Resembles
Neither French Nor

German

Egg-Shell Design Will. Soon Be
Issued to A.E.F.—Is Work of
Ordinance Officer

The Xdberty Bell stesl helmet—so
called because 2 small Liberty Bell Is
stamped on the front--will soon be is-
sued to the AEF.

1t has a high crown, and fts brim
comes down much farther all around
than the brim of the old model, so that
the forehead, temples and neck are given
new protection.

The sldes stope very steeply from the
wide curved top, and there.is but little
flare at the bottom. The peak of the
crown _is well forward of the center, so
that the rear slope is much longer than
the front one and is not guite so steep.
The rear of the helmet is thus made to
hang low at a comfortable distance back
of the coat collar, protecting a part of
the,peck that is exposed to shell frag-
ments under the old model helmet,

Viewed from in {ront, the new helmet
gives the impression of belng shaped
like the end of an egg shell

1f desired, the helmet may be worn re-
versed, so that the long, overhanging
part extends far out from the forehead
at about the level of tho eyes.

In addition to giving added protection,
the new helmet will be unmistakably
American. At a distance itg wearer can-
not be mistaken for a Boche, says the
major of the equipment branch of the
Ordnance Department who designod the
helmet. The helmet will not look Hke
the French helmet, either, even when
the doughboy is seem in silhouette o
a shadowy night.

Can’t Be Mistaken

Some proposed designs were relacted
'because in outline they resembled the
French or German helmets. It was to
avoid this that it was decided not to
have the new helmet cut lower in the
back than in the front, although such a
design has distinct protective merits.

More than 8 score of designs were
considered by the committee which ap-
proved the Liberty Bell helmet, There
were many freaks among the designs.
One was the creation of a milliner who
had won a prizo for designing st ‘the
Chicago World's Fair. She had done in
metal what might have looked well In
reeds and falt and ribbons. There were
frills and ridges on 1t, and little butter-
fiy designs in punched holest. And there
was a shutterdike piece in {ront that
could be lowered to protect the lower
part of the face. N

There were other designs that weras
thoroughly medieval and locked as if
they had been lifted out of a museum of
armor worn in the days of chivalry,

A number of Inventors werc strong
for the eye-protecting visor. This device
always gets fn the way when worn in
battle, the experts declded, and besides
‘it affords Iittle protection. .

The Germans at the start of the war
had an eye protecting device on their
helmet—a little curtain of mail, woven
out of tiny steol rings, that could be

It looked something like the vell worn
by the young lady on &.-well known olg-
arette package, only it covered the whole
face, being suspended from lttle horns
high up on the sides of the helmet.

dropped in front of-the facs in battle {d

AUSTRIA'S BORDER,
NEW ALLIED FRONT,
~ MENACES GERMANY

Old Dual Monarchy’s Army
to Demobilize—Allies
Get Artillery

Kaiser’s Governmeni Told to Ask
for Peace Only Through
" Marshal Foch

Three members of the Germanic alli-
ance are now out of the war, One is
left. That one can be granied an armis-
tice only by applying for It through
channels—4n other words, dirdctly o
Marshal Foch, who is now in command
of all the Allied troops operating against
Germany on every froni, existing and to
exist,

Yesterday, It was announced, via
Berne, that the Government of Berlin
had named as delegates for the nego-
tiation of an armisiice General Giidoll,
Admiral Meurer, General Winterfeld
and Admiral Hintze. .

The Austrian terms, announced Tues-
day, make Austria virtually a base for
military operations against Germany.
They include: '

Immediate cessation of hostilities by
land, sea and alr, °‘fhis cessation be-
came operative at 8 o’clock Monday af-
ternoon, before which time the trium.
phant Italian drive, begun the week be-
fore, had dlvided the Austrian armies
and put them definitely out of action.
This great victory eame almost exactly
one year after the disaster of Caporetto,
which brought the Austrians down to
the Plave line and within striking dis-
tance of Venice. |

Total demobilization of the Austro-
Hungarian forces and immediate with-
drawal of all Austro-Flungarian units
now operating on the Western front
proper is agreed to. Austria may main-
tzin, however, in her own territories, a
force of 20 divisions at peacetime
strength,

Allies Get Artillery

Half the divisional and army artillery
and equipment will be collected at speci-
fied points and turned over to the Allies,
All the territories occupied by Austro.
Hungarian troops since the war shall be
evacuated. Geographical specifications
are given. This territory is 16 be ocen-
pied by the Army of Occupation of
the United States. All military and
railroad equipment, including cenl, will
be put at the disposal of the Allies, who
will have the right of use of any rall-
way, waterway or highway in the coun-
try, as well as the right to occupy strat-
egie points and the right of requisition,
with payment.

All German froops must leave Aus-
trian or Austrian occupled territory
within 15 days. .

ANl Allied prisoners of war and in-

terned Allied subjects will be repatri-
ated, without reciprocity. Such as are
too i1l to be moved will be cared for by
Austro-Hungarian personnel.
The naval terms include: Cessation of
hostilities at sea and definite informa-
tion as to location and movements of
Austro-Hungarian ships, surrender to
the Allles of certajn Austrian warships,
freedom of mavigation on the river
Danube, and the return of Allied mer-
chant vessels held by Austria.

Meiz Rallway Under Fire

The American advance beyond the Ar-
gonne and along bhoth banks of the
Meuse, told in detail in another column,
has brought the vital Sedan-Metz rail-
way under the fire of our guns. Ameri-
can troops have crossed the line occu-
pied in 1870 by the Prussion armies
who forced MacMahon back on Sedan
and there encircled him and captured
his army.

Incessant pressure further to the west
and north has caused & new German re-
treat from the great elbow above Sis-
sones, and French and British troops
are following the cnemy closely in his
attempt to reach a straighter line, per-
haps the Meuse itself.

On Tuesday the French were at a
point morth of Sissones which was as
far from Chiteau-Thierry as Chiltean-
Thierry was from Paris before the Sec-
ond Baitle of the Marne In July.

The Allied forces in Delglum were be-
fore Ghent on Wednesday, Sounth of
that city American divisions had played
a prominent part in the advance of the
preceding days and liberated many vil-
fages to which the Belgian tenants had
clung through more than four years of
German occupation.

TRAILING MASCOTS
T0 BE DEMOBILIZED

Runaways Must Not Aec-
company A.E.F. Units,
Says G.O.

The A.E.F. bas just received the
highest compliment ever pald it. The
compliment comes, not from President
Poincaré, or from Marshal Foch, or even
from the Kalser.

“The French Government,” states
G.0, 139, “advises that many boys under
military age are runeing away from
their homes and from public orphan
asylums to join units and organizations
of the A.EF"

The practise, says the G.0., must cease.
Local commauders are {o organize them-
selves into a sort of divorce court and
sce that “the proper steps are iaken to
cause the immediate geparation of any
Frgnch boys under military age from
A.E.F. organizations snd units.”

fow weeks ago they went and mo-
bilized the dogs who were dolng mascot
uty with the AEF. Now It’s Freanch
boys. There is an unfounded rumor that
the top kicker will be promoted to the
spot in every hard-boiled organization’s
heart heretofore Hteld by the ratilesnake

brindie or the wayward juvenile.
-~

TEAM WORK SHOWS
AS REAL ADVANCE
BEGINS IN ARGONNE

Month’s Grind Rewarded by
Brisk March Started
November 1

KRIEMHILDE LINE IN REAR

Sharpest Lenses Cannot Follow
Battle from Dominating Height
of Monifaucon No

The thick wall of the German resist-
ance in Argonne against which the First
American, Army had been hammering
since the last week In September gave
way with a erash on November 1, and
the Yankee troops who had gone stub-
boraly through with more than a month
of murderous, inch-by-inch, harmmer-
and-tongs fighting came at last into
their reward,

To them at Iast came the heart-
warming, though somewhat fatiguing,
experience of chasing the Germans as ~
fast as their trucks apd their horses
and their legs would carry them.

Marshal Foch has sent General Per-
shing the following telegram:
.Operations begun November 1 by Ahe
First Ameriean Army have already “as-
sured, thanks to the valor of the high com-
mand and to the enerzy and br ry of
the troops, results of the grea impor-
tance. 1 am happy to send you muy warm-
ost” congratulations on the success of these
OPerations.
~ By the end of the fourth day, with
inereased resistunce developing all along
the line, troops working along the west
bank of the Meuse were throwing pon-
toon Dridges across the rain-swollen
river, under fire from enemy suns
perched on the palisades beyond, the fire
of \vl.xich wiped out one of four bridges.
A brigade moved across in the darknoess,
and by daylight of the fifth day a whole
division was operating on the eastern
heights.

On the sixth day the advance was still
‘wolng .forward on both sides of the
Meuse.

Mcanwhile, at the center, Beaumont
with 500 good French citizens released,
lay far behind the advance of the Ameri-
cans, who had moved forward 25 kilo-
m_cters since last Friday morning and
15 kilometers since the battle began on
September 26, h )

It was on last Friday morning, when
the eastern skyline was tinged with the
first faint prondse of day, that the In-
faniry—fully -recovered from lhe
assault of the Argonme drive—move
forward after the most stupendous artil-
lery preparation in American history.
It is not enough to say that behind them
the guns were wheel to wheel. "The
cannon used in some areas could not all
have been crowded in had they bLeen
placed whee! to wheel.

Snapshots of Whole Line

Not merely guns and tanks and air-
planes helped, however. The very earth
and alr and sky scemed in alliance with
the doughboys. Tor a week the woather
had been kindlier far than those of us

dared oven to hope.

For s week the winged cameras had
heen hovering over the German front,
uncovering its every secrot and supply-
ing to the high command such a com-
plete set of photographs that the guns,
by a few days of merciless firing, had
been able, calmly and systematically, to
wreck the enemy works, scattering and
decimating his reserves, earrying his
traffic, bewildering his communications.

_I\-ow. on the morning of mornings,
with dry eround under foot and a pleas-
ant warmih in the alr, a low, almost
impenctrable, ground mist overlay that
devastated land, providing for the on-
moving Infantry such a screen as no
merely human chemical corps has yet
becn able to devise.

Shiclded by that and preceded by a
barrage thal was precise and flexible
beyond all our previous experiences, the
doughboys went forward. Under that
2valanche of shells the Germans had
vanished discrectly under ground; no
one could have staved out and lived.
When the barrage moved on and they
emerged, iL was to find all the surface of
the carth in their neighborhood in the
possession of young Americans in large
numbers who came at them out of the
mist with bavonets ready f{or business.

$t. Georges Goes First

For the first few hours—for the first
ay in some places alonz the iront
stretebing from Crandpré to the Meuse
~—1ihe resistance was bitter, the onicome
doubtfnl, the fighiing nasty. DBut one
by one the bastlons fell. The first to
fall were St. Georges and Landres-gt-
St, Georges, for all their mazes of barhed
wire and thefr garrisons of gunners, so
that within an hour the exciled observ-
ers were reporting long colummns of pris-
oners, hundreds of them, trotting hack
throngh the mist to the waiting eages.

Farther to the west, Champigneulles
held out all day, and so did the Bois de
T.oges, that sinister lttle forest near
Grandpré which resisted capture even
after 30,000 rounds of ammunition had
deluged its bristling underbrush. But
once this final line of defense fell, the
way was clear, and for the troops that
had broken throngh there remained only
the task of a breathless and cxhilarat-
ing pursuit.

Some resistance, to be sure, was en-
countered all the way., Machine gun
rear guards there were, and not merely
these, btk skillfully placed and bravely
manned batterles of light artillery,
sprinkled through the copses and ra-
vines of Ardennes to delay the pursuit,
much as an eseaping man twitches a
chair down behind him for his pur
suer to stumble over.

The Tricotor Heappears

But the Amecericans pushed on at full
specd, capturing battery after battery,
reclaiming town after town, inexpressi.
bly heartened on their way by the sight
of brave, gay lttle tricolors fluttering
once more from the windows of many
a good Fronch home which, for four
black years, had been forced to shelter
comfortloving German officers. -

By the fourth day they had gone mora
than 20 kilometers. Sedan lay nearer/
than Montfaucon. Beaumeont was theirs,
and they were abreast of Stenay. As
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for the famous MéZidres-Longuyon rail

who remembered last fall in France had ~--"a,



